-

The Threat of Nationalism

As the Great Powers sought to expand their empires, they paid little atten-
tion to the interests of the nations they colonized. They practised their own
type of nationalism, showing great pride in and patriotism for their mother
country. But another type of nationalism—an intense loyalty toward and
desire to preserve one’s own cultural identity, language, and traditions—
simmered in the colonized countries.

The Balkans were a hotbed of nationalism. Some of the countries in the
area were newly created while others regained independence as the Ottoman
Empire disintegrated. The Austro-Hungarian Empire also controlled several
Slavic nations that wanted independence and rebelled against Austrian rule,
Bosnia, in particular, was highly contested as Serbia wanted to include this
territory within its borders. Some Bosnian Serbs formed the Black Hand, a
group willing to fight for their nationalistic goals. They wanted to unite the
Slavic peoples to form “Greater Serbia.” To Austro-Hungarian imperialists,
Serbian nationalism was a deadly idea that had to be crushed at all costs,

A Chain Reaction _ , —
® How did Canada get involved

In 1914, to demonstrate its imperial rule, the Austro-Hungarian Empire sent - Inthe First World War?
its crown prince, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, to Bosnia’s capital of Sarajevo.

His visit gave the Black Hand an opportunity to strike back at the Empire,

whom they viewed as an invader. As their procession made its way through

the city, a Black Hand member, Gavrilo Princip, shot and killed Archduke

Ferdinand and his wife.

FIGURE 2-5 Archduke
Franz Ferdinand and
Duchess Sophie, moments
before they were assassi-
nated on June 28, 1914
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Political cartoons are a useful source of information
about historical or current issues. They simplify an
issue by portraying political personalities or events in
an exaggerated way and using symbols to represent
ideas. In this way, they are a very effective means of
convincing a reader to see an issue in a specific way.
But the perspective about the issue presented in a
political cartoon is often extreme and harshly critical.
They represent political figures as caricatures, exag-
gerating their physical and personality traits for comic
effect. Political cartoons often use stereotypes to
emphasize their message. They also employ analogy
to compare people or evenis to other things that the
audience will relate to and understand. While these
devices help convey perspectives on historical events

Applying the Skill

1. Identify the countries represented by the child
and the adult wha is picking on him. Why is one
country shown as a child?

. The cartoon uses caricatures of speech and cloth-
ing to identify European countries. Identify
Germany, Britain, France, and Russia. Explain
your choice in each case.

IF YOUHIT THAT
UTTLE FELLER I'LL~

. L #

1 : 3
i

CRITICA|
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or current issues, you need to be aware of the biases
and prejudices that may taint political cartoons when
you interpret them.

Steps to Interpreting Political Cartoons

1. Read the text and look closely at the drawing.
. Identify the central issue or event in the cartoon.

3. Identify the devices used by the cartoonist
(caricature, analogy, words, symbols, stereotypes,
sizing, etc.}.

. Identify the biases of the cartoonist by examining
the devices used.

. Interpret the cartoon.

FIGURE 2-6 The Chain
of Friendship. This British
cartoon appeared in
some Canadian newspa-
pers at the outbreak of
war. It highlights some of
the main causes of the
First World War by repre-
senting the European
countries in 1914 as
different characters.

{IF YQUHIT HIM-}
"( —_—
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Mo, 5
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3. Use the cartoon to make a list of the countries on
either side of the conflict. Compare your list to the
map in Figure 2-4.

. What is the meaning of the title of the cartoon?
Could it be interpreted as an ironic or sarcastic
title? Explain.

. Evaluate the cartoon. How effectively does it
deliver its message? Explain.
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A National Identity Emerges

Canada had to prepare for war. When Canada joined the war, its army
swelled from 3000 to more than 30 000 soldiers. The enormous task of
training and supplying the troops with clothing and munitions went to Sam
Hughes, the Minister of Militia. Camp Valcartier in Québec was built in only
four weeks to house and train Canada’s soldiers. After basic training that
lasted only four months, 32 000 enthusiastic, but ill-prepared, Canadian and
Newfoundland troops set sail for England.

Before the war, Canada was a patchwork of regions. Few transportation
and communication connections existed, and travel across the country was
difficult. Regions had little contact with one another; people lived their lives
close to home. Wartime training changed that. Young men from all over the
country came together to train, first at Valcartier, then at bases in England.
As they gathered and worked together, they began to develop a national
sense of Canadian identity. In the words of one Canadian soldier:

P

We were in Witley Camp fin England] and right alongside us was a bat-
talion from French Canada. We didn’t speak much French and they
didn’t speak much English, but they were the finest sports you ever
saw.... You met people from Nova Scotia, or from Prince Edward Island,
clean through to British Columbia.
-Ben Wagner
= |

The army formed by these volunteers was known as the Canadian
Expeditionary Force (CEF). When the CEF arrived in England, British com-
manders assumed that, as a colonial army, the CEF would be integrated into
the larger, more experienced British units. For much of the war, however, the
CEF maintained its independence and fought as a separate unit, which con-
tributed greatly to a growing sense of national identity and autonomy.

DYAL HIGHLARDERS.C0A @l 8 230 Eme
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','0 What factors contributed to
' Canada’s emerging autonomy?

W -

WEB LINK

Find out more about wartime training
on the Pearson Web site,

FIGURE 2-9 Colourful recruiting
posters with urgent messages for
volunteers appeared across Canada,

Identifying Viewpoints Compare these
two posters. What methods does each
one use to appeal to different language
groups? What image of war does each
one present?
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The War on Land

Germany’s Schlieffen Plan, developed years before the First World War
began, was a bold strategy for a two-front war. Germany believed it could
fend off Russia in the east while it defeated France in the west with a light-
ning-speed massive attack. The timetable left little room for error. German
armies needed to drive through Belgium and swing south to capture Paris
within a few weeks. Once this was accomplished, Germany could turn its
attention to Russia. The Schlieffen Plan made two critical assumptions:

» It would take Russia time to mobilize its huge army. But Russia’s forces
were already on the move when Germany declared war.

* Britain would remain neutral. The plan relied on the fact that in the
past, Britain had not become involved in disputes between countries in
Europe. But, as part of the Triple Entente, Britain had promised to
defend France if it was attacked. Also, all the Great Powers had promised
not to attack Belgium, so Britain felt compelled to enter the war when
Germany did just that.

The Reality of the Schlieffen Plan

The Schlieffen Plan almost worked. By August 1914, German troops were
only 50 kilometres from Paris. But German leaders had made some changes
that weakened the original plan. They pulled troops from the west to rein-
force their defences in the east. The soldiers were exhausted by the pace of
their attack through Belgium and into France. The Allies were able to rally
and stop Germany’s advance at the Battle of the Marne in September 1914,
making a quick German victory impossible. Instead, the German army dug a
defensive line of trenches along the river Somme and into Belgium. To
counter this, British and

KEY TERMS

profiteering making a profit by raising
prices on needed goods or producing poor
quality materials

War Measures Act an Act that gives the
federal government emergency powers
during wartime, including the right to
detain people without laying charges

habeas corpus the right of a detained
person to be brought before a judge or
other official to decide whether the deten-
tion is lawful

enemy alien a national living in a country
that is at war with his/her homeland

deport to send a person back to his/her
country of origin

internment camp a government-run camp
where people who are considered a threat
are detained

Schlieffen Plan Germany's plan to stage a
two-front war with Russia in the east and
France in the west

no man’s land the area between the
trenches of two opposing forces

Western Front the area of fighting in west-
ern Europe during the First World War,
characterized by trench warfare and
inconclusive battles with heavy casualties
on both sides

French troops dug their own
system of trenches to face
them. Eventually a vast net-
work of trenches stretched
from the English Channel to
the Swiss border. Between the
trenches of the two enemies lay
no man’s land, a terrible
wasteland of corpses, barbed
wire, and mud. By Christmas
1914, armies protected by
trenches that ran through
northern France and Belgium
on the Western Front were
locked in a stalemate. With
millions of soldiers on each
side, neither Britain and
France nor the Germans were
able to advance, and no one
was prepared to retreat.

FIGURE 2-11 The Schlieffen Plan

P Chapter 2 ¥ Canada and the First World War 35
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Major Canadian Battles

The first division of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) arrived in
France in February 1915. These forces soon became involved in combat - _ .
along the Western Front, including decisive battles in France and Belgium at @ How did Canada’s contribution

. . on the battlefield affect
Ypres, the Somme, Vimy Ridge, and Passchendaele. * Canadian identity?

The Second Battle of Ypres

Some of the bloodiest battles of the early war
were fought in and around the Belgian town of
Ypres. On April 22, 1915, French and Canadian
troops were blinded, burned, or killed when the
Germans used chlorine gas, a tactic that had been
outlawed by international agreement since 1907.
As the clouds of gas drifted low across the battle-
field, soldiers tried to escape from the deadly
fumes. Many suffocated or choked to death. One
soldier described the scene as follows:
=
[We noticed] a strange new smell.... A queer
brownish-yellow haze was blowing in from the CE”T’S;';;" ,
north. Our eyes smarted. Breathing became y-
unpleasant and throats raw.... Some fell and
choked, and writhed and frothed on the

ground.... It was the gas.
~Canada and the Battle of Vimy Ridge, 1992

Despite the Germans’ use of poison gas, the
battle continued for a month, but neither side
gained much advantage. More than 6000
Canadians were killed, wounded, or captured
holding their ground until reinforcements
arrived.

One of the doctors serving with the Canada
Corps was Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, who
wrote the famous poem “In Flanders Fields” to
commemorate Canadians serving at the Second
Battle of Ypres. It is said that he wrote the poem
in about 20 minutes, but tossed it aside because
he was dissatisfied with it. The story goes that a
soldier later found it and convinced him to send
it to a popular British magazine.

— —

FIGURE 2-14 The Belgian town of Ypres in 1917 showing the
massive destruction caused by the war
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Passchendaele

Byng was promoted for his role
at Vimy. His replacement was a
Canadian, General Arthur
Currie, a former realtor from
Victoria, British Columbia. As
the first Canadian appointed to
command Canada’s troops,
Currie brought an increasingly
independent Canadian point of
view to the British war effort.
Although he was a disciplined
leader open to new strategies,
Currie still took orders from
General Haig. In October 1917,

Currie and the CEF were asked

to break through German lines FIGURE 2-16 Passchendaele; scldiers and horses sometimes drowned in the mud-
and retake the town of filled craters which could be more than 30 metres wide,

Passchendaele in Belgium.

Haig’s earlier assault on Passchendaele had left massive shell craters, which
the heavy autumn rains turned into a muddy bog. Currie warned that
casualties would be high, but Haig overruled him. Currie was right. The
Canadians captured Passchendaele, but the “victory” resulted in more than
200 000 casualties on each side, including more than 15 000 Canadians. The
Allies had gained only seven or eight kilometres, and the Germans soon
recaptured the town.

Women on the Western Front

L
More than 2800 women served during the First World War. They were part A
of the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps and worked on hospital ships, ¢
in overseas hospitals, and in field ambulance units on the battlefields. Many FIGURE 2-17 £dith Anderson

were killed or injured by artillery fire, bombs, and poison gas. of the Six Nations Grand River
Reserve, cared for wounded
soldiers in France.

PRACTICE QUESTIONS _

1. What was the Schlieffen Plan, and why did its fail- 3. Make a list of conditions at the front that might
ure result in a stalemate on the Western Front? have contributed to psychological stress damage.
Use the information on pages 35-39 to gather
2. Discuss whether chemical weapons information.

should be allowed in warfare. The use of gas as a
weapaon was outlawed by the 1907 Hague
Convention. What is the point of an international
agreement if, when the time comes, countries do
whatever they wish?

4. How did new technological developments make
the First World War a war of attrition? Give specific
examples.

Chapter 2 M Canada and the First World War 39
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‘1 Warfare in the air Planes were first
‘ used to scout enemy positions.

| Later in the war, pilots would throw
| grenades at enemy planes or shoot
i at them with hand-held guns.

‘ Eventually, top-mounted guns were
added to planes and both sides
engaged in aerial dogfights.

New armour The British developed tanks to shelter soldiers
from gunfire while crossing no man's land and to drive
through the barbed wire that lined the trenches. in doing
50, tanks solved the probiems of trench warfare. They were
first used during the Battle of the Somme to break through
the German lines.

The silent enemy Although
the United States and Britain
did much of the work devel-
oping early submarines,
Germany used them the
meost. Their U-beats {from
Unterseeboot, or “under-sea
boat") were armed with torpe-
does that could sink large

* ships. Germany used its

. submarines to attack the
~convoys of merchant ships

. and freighters that carried
supplies to Britain in the
hopes of starving the British
into submission.

Chemical warfare Germany was the first to use poison gas on
the battlefield, releasing clouds of chlorine gas at Ypres in 1915,
The gas blinded soldiers and attacked their respiratory systems.
Early in the war, the only defence against poison gas was rags
soaked in water or urine. Later, anti-gas respirators, or gas
masks, made poison gas a less effective weapon.

Chapter 2 11 Canada and the First World War 41
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up close Billy Bishop: War Hero or .
Judgements

and personal Cold-Blooded Killer?
Canada’s top air ace in the First World War was In warfare, society’s norms are put on hold, as
William -Avery “Billy” Bishop, from Owen Sound, soldiers are often expected to kill, and in some cases
Ontario. His record was impressive. He shot down 72 are glorified for their number of kills. Many soidiers,
planes, the second highest number of “kills” in the past and present, suffer emotional trauma after expe-
war (Germany's Red Baron had 80). Bishop was the riencing the atrocities of war and have difficulty
first Canadian pilot to be awarded the Victoria Cross, adjusting when they return home. Atthe time of the
Britain's most prestigious medal for bravery. He First World War, soldiers’ battle stress was called shell
became the toast of Canada because of his success, shock or battle fatigue. It is currently identified as
and toured to promote the war effort and help sell post-traumatic stress disorder.

Victory Bonds. In the following passage from his diary,

he describes some of his daring adventures:

He dived for about 600 feet [180 metres] and
Sflattened out. I followed him and opened fire
at forty to fifty yards {35 to 45 metres] range,
firing forty to fifty rounds. A group of tracers
(“visible bullets”) went into the fuselage and
centre section, one being seen entering imme-
diately behind the pilot's seat and one seemed
to hit himself. The machine then fell out of
control in a spinning nose-dive. I dived after
him firing....

I must say that seeing an enemy going down
in flames is a source of great satisfaction.
The moment you see the fire break out you
know that nothing in the world can save the
man, or men, in the doomed machine.

But the life of this Canadian legend was less glam-
orous than it appeared. In a letter home to his wife,
Margaret, he wrote:

I.am thoroughly downcast tonight....
Sometimes all of this awful fighting makes
you wonder if you have a right to call yourself
human. My honey, [ am so sick of it-all. the
killing, the war. All  want is home and you.

-Biily Bishop

1. Bishop's diary is his personal account of what
happened. His “kill" total has sometimes been
questioned because his deeds were not always
witnessed. Explain why you think Bishop was
given credit for the “kills.” |s the diary a primary
source? Evaluate it as a historical source.

2. Using the two sources presented here, identify
Bishop's personal reactions to killing in warfare.
What might account for his conflicting feelings?

3. Bishop most likely killed the pilots he shot down.
He needed courage and nerve to do what he did.
What do you think the effect of the war would be
on someone like Bishop?

4. Do you think soldiers today are encouraged to
count “kills"? Why or why not?

5. Are there times when killing is not justified in the
heat of battle? Explain.

POSTES
POSTAGE

FAGURE 2-19 A stamp commemorates Canadian air ace
Billy Bishop.
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The Home Front

Canada and many of its citizens were committed to
supporting the war effort. Prime Minister Borden
replaced Sam Hughes’s Shell Committee with the

: . - Y Forest - ~ Mineral Ag'ricultura'l' Anir_ria! '
more efficient Imperial Munitions Board, and €2" | Products | Products | Products | Products
munitions factories started bulldmg.shlps and air- T $120 $6.7 $61.4 $10.6
planes as well as shells. The production and export
of Canadian goods reached record highs. Resources 1912 | $11.0 $5.6 $81.8 $36.9
such as lumber, nickel, COppen, and lead were in 1913 $10_1 $12.1 $£106.5 $30.3
high demand. Canadian farmers produced as much
wheat and beef as they could to feed the troops Lo 380 §16.0 Sl e
overseas. This demand for Canadian goods helped 1815 $9.9 $12.2 $95.8 $38.2
its economy boom during the war. 1916 $14.1 $12.4 $196.8 $67.8

Most of what Canada produced was exported to
s 1917 $14.9 $155 $266.2 $933
Europe, so many goods became scarce within
Canada, which caused prices to rise, Some 1918 $4.5 $14.0 $403.5 $112.2

Canadian businesses made enormous profits from
the inflated prices. Workers became increasingly First World War {in millions)

frustrated by government controls that kept wages Using Evidence In which year were Canadian exports to Britain the
low yet allowed prices to rise. Workers’ demands for highest? How significant were the increases in 19167 Why did some
higher wages and better working conditions became exports decrease in 19187

a major issue after the war.

FIGURE 2-21 Value of exports from Canada to Britain during the

Supporting the War Effort

By 1918, the war effort was costing Canada about $2.5 million daily.
The government launched several initiatives to cover these costs.

* Canadians were urged to buy Victory Bonds. The government
raised close to $2 billion through these bonds, which Canadians
could cash in for a profit when the war was over,

* Honour rationing was introduced to help combat shortages on
the home front. Canadians used less butter and sugar, and the
government introduced “Meatless Fridays” and “Fuel-less
Sundays” to conserve supplies.

* In 1917, the Canadian government introduced income tax—a
measure that was supposed to be temporary. Affluent individu-
als and families had to pay a tax of between 1 and 15 percent of
their income.

FIGURE 2-22 This poster, showing a

* A corporate tax was also introduced, charging businesses four
percent of their revenues. Many Canadians thought this was too

IOW, Considering the Proﬁts s0me Companies made during the Canadian nurse, reminded the pubhc of
war. Edith Cavell, 2 British nurse who was
] o . executed by the Germans in 1915 for
Despite these efforts, the government still did not raise enough helping Allied soldiers escape German-
money to cover the costs of the war effort. It had to borrow money occupied countries. The names on the
from other countries, in particular the United States, to pay its postsr represent German atrocities:
Thinking Critically What is the message in
debts. X
this poster?

Chapter 2 1 Canada and the First World War 45
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Suffrage Is Granted to Women KEY TERM

A s , . propaganda information, usually
Without women’s efforts on the home front, Canada’s wartime economy produced by governments, presented

would have collapsed. But when the war ended, most employers assumed in such a way as to inspire and spread
that women would return to work in their homes. Many women believed particular beliefs or opinions
that their contribution to the war effort should allow them to make deci-

sions about how their country was run. During the 1915 provincial election

in Manitoba, one of the Liberal Party’s campaign promises was to give

women the right to vote. They kept their promise, and Manitoban women

received this right in January 1916. Thanks to the efforts of suffragists across

the country, women in other provinces soon won the right to vote as well.

Alberta and Saskatchewan followed Manitoba’s example later in 1916, with

Ontario and British Columbia following in 1917. In 1918, women were

granted the right to vote in federal elections, with the exception of

Aboriginal and immigrant women.

The Halifax Explosion

During the war, Halifax was a valuable
base for refuelling and repairing Allied
warships. It was also the chief depar-
ture point for soldiers and supplies
headed to Europe. The harbour was
extremely busy, but there was little traf-
fic control and collisions were frequent.

On December 6, 1917, the SS Mont
Blanc, a French vessel carrying more
than 2500 tonnes of explosives, was
accidentally hit by another ship. The
collision caused an explosion so power-
ful that it devastated Halifax’s harbour
and levelled much of the city. More
than 2000 people were killed, another
9000 were injured, and thousands were
left homeless by the explosion and the
fires it caused.

PRACTICE QUESTIONS _

Thinking Critically Do you think the Halifax explosion might have made
people think differently about the war? Explain.

1. How was propaganda used during the war? 3. Explain how women contributed to the war effort,
Discuss whether it is appropriate to manipulate and describe how their status in Canadian society
information for patriotic purposes during war. What changed as a result.

differences, if any, are there between propaganda

and advertising? 4. What contributions did Canadians on the home
vertising?

front make to the war effort?
2. List specific military contributions made by

5. Imagine you are the prime minister and you have
Canada.

received a request for aid from the mayor of
Hatifax after the 1917 explosion. Write a response
explaining why help will be limited.

Chapter 2 ¥ Canada and the First World War 47




410U Aym 1o Aym ;0Be sieak g
*00Q)X8) B Ul PaINjes) USaq SARY PINOM LIOYS Jem
3} 0} uoyNQLIU0Y sajdoad jeuiBLogy yuiy) nok og 'z

¢PiBIsieq ayy uo
199x3 0} Wauy padisy sanijenb Jeym ;iem plOm 1514
34} Ul 1sl|ua o} sejdoad |euiBlLoqy pajeAjow Jeym 1

13Yn4 3uiyooq

"BUILLOS 3U) 18 PaAsas oym ‘eSepuoun

Ue 'Je0qBu0T Woy Jauuim UoYlelie uojsog pue aImuop
UOSISPUY UNP3 9SINU BUIPNIOUl ‘B0IAISS 10} PAIIBIUNIOA
sojdoad |euiBuogy 000Y uey) aJow ‘pus ayy ]

mogobvuyvbag spruvsg-
1o3dsoy v 01 uayv} puv papunom som
1 UdYyM 31 JSO] INQ 'S3YOUSL) Y] UL It 340M | MOUY
Jou op [ 11 apisut som Ajjpad oy Buryiou uipy
-U00 0] Pa4paddp 11 Sauii3 43430 D Y204 SP p4vY
Sp 3q 0] pawaas [6oq ay1] saunjawios uabupp
3.5 o1ut 0B Aj1u0ys pinom | 1oy Burdps ‘aw
102104d 0} bpg-auinipaw Luyl p aw 2avb puv “aw
paziubosa.s ubipu pio uy “dwws bmquo up ivau
$a14.42qan]q 43y1vb 01 125534 4no w4 papuv) sn
Jo 2wos ‘B161 Ul oradng aypT U0 SDM | UaYM

$821|0qLUAS JuaLINUOLL

B} JO SJUBLLISID SNOLIBA BY) Uy}
noA op 1eum Alieanud Bunjuiyg
EMEND Ul JUSLUNUOY Suerslap
[euidlogy (euolieN £Z-Z J¥NOI4

"9|PePLIBLOSSE I8
Aianelq Joj lepapy Lepiy
SIY uom moqedewyesay
SIoUBI4 9Z-Z 3YNOI4

i4em ay) Suunp asey siaipjos
teursuoqy pip seBuajieyd jeum @

aaueaugu_ngs

s3313Wrg uoNEN V UONISUBIL Ul BPEURY 1y [ MU} &b

:mogedewyeday
sioue. 4 AQ pajuNooal Se “JuoJ 4 WIBJSSM AU) O} Juam suol}
-ipes} jenjuds (euiBuogy ‘uayQ auiesiq o} dn paddod
Asyj se 1ajem uado ui sjeas dunooys ‘Buiyaiems o)
Buidius paJedwiod YBMIYS UYOF JAIPIOS JiNU| "SIN03S pue
$13dius se 8IS [2UOINdI0X3 JIBY) 0} Sepaly ARl
UOM U10g ‘SN B '1SamIioN SIno AuaH pue ‘emailo
ue ‘mogeBewyedaq slouely SI8J00ySAiBYS JUS)RIXD
way) spew diysuewsysew pood pue ‘souaned ‘saaiau
Apes)s areym ‘plaljsiieq ayy 40} BulLiel JUS|BIXS Sem
sojdoad |euidlogy Auew Jo uorpes Sununy ay 1
"BULI3IUNIOA 10§ BAUASY)
J|WIOUCID UB Sem 3JBU3 05 ‘pled siem SISIP|os ‘Os|y
‘3injuaApe Joj Aiunpoddo ue aq pinom Jem sy ysnou
PUE SSIUNLLILIOD PS]e(OS) LWOJ) SWIED JSOY "SaA[asway)
9A0Id 0] 3UBYD B SE JBM 3] MES UBL JeuiBLogy Sunoy
PISI-C161
‘woday [enuuy ‘suuffy uvpur-
‘Dapaau 3q pnoys
42y} fi sioLLDM 112y fO $a014428 2y pataffo
OS}D 2ADY SpUDQ JWOS "PUn I1JOLIDY 3Y] PADMO]
40 1o 2Yy] fo sasuadxa jp.aausb ay1 piomos spunf
A13y] Luo,tf suoungLyuos fo 13ffo ayi pup ‘suvipuy
ay1 woif Qjodo) Jo suoissaidxs pauoispaso spy
ADM 3Y3 U} Wonag 1aLn fo uoipdioupd ayf]-

“191p|0s |euIF1I0qY BUO JO SpIOM
3 U| "ZTBT JO JeM BU} Ul PUB LORN{OASY USILIDWY
3Uj Ul uieyirg Joj Jy3noy pey oym sisi|eA0T WO
PapuU33sap alam Auepy “sjuawaaiBe Juepoduwi pausdis
Pey £3u3 yoIum Yum ‘umod ysnug sy ypm diystonesa:
483 Inoge A|Buoss Jja) seidoad |euiBloqy Auepy
¢I211JU02 3y} i ped axe) Asy} pip ‘usy)
Aym "Buisiua woy sajdoad jeuiBLoqy pageinoasip
JUDLLILLIDAOR 3Y) Uem U} JO Lels ayy je ‘1084 Uy "Auanod
pue ‘ANoBiq ‘wsioe) padey A3y} pue ‘JUsLWIUIBACS ayl
8J0J8q Jy3noiq Butaq 8Jam SWIBD PUB| SUOKEN 18114 1BY)
108} 8y} s)idsap sem Siy | "se010} paLwle sy} Joj Buuesiun
-1oA AQ pue asned sy} 0} Asuow Buing Aq Yloq ‘Loys 1em
9y} o} ApesJd painquiuod saidoad jeuiSuoqy S epeug)

1EM PlIOM 3S414
3y} pue sa|doad |euiSlioqy

Apnis aseo_

'

‘-'\ "-& el




The Conscription Crisis

Ity 1917, thousands of Canadian men had been killed and many thousands

more had been seriously wounded. Many men were working in essential

industries at home to support the war effort, so there were not enough KEY TERMS

volunteers to replenish the Canadian forces in Europe. conscription forced enlistment in the
When the war began, Prime Minister Borden promised there would be armed forces of all fit men of certain ages

110 conscription, or compulsory enlistment, for military service. But when Military Service Act a 1917 Act that made

Borden learned how many men were needed to win the battle at Vimy conscription compulsory for all Canadian

Ridge, he saw that Canada would have to send more troops to Europe. In men between the ages of 20 and 45, call-

1917, Borden introduced the Military Service Act, which made enlistment
compulsory. At first, the Act allowed exemptions for the disabled, the clergy,

ing up the younger men first

conscientious objector a person who
opposes war for religious or moral

those with essential jobs or special skills, and conscientious objectors who reasons
opposed the war based on religious grounds. Conscription turned out to be
a very controversial and emotional issue that divided the country and left

lasting scars.
Opposition in Québec ‘ . :

® What impact did conscription
While Canada had a high overall rate of volunteers, recruitment was uneven have on Canadian unity?

across the country, with the lowest levels in Québec. Many French
Canadians were farmers and were needed at home. The majority of them
did not feel a patriotic connection to either Britain or France because their
ancestors had come to Canada generations before. They saw the Military
Service Act as a means of forcing them to fight in a distant war that had no
connection to them. Relations between Francophones and Anglophones
were also strained because French language rights had been lost in many
schools outside Québec. When Francophone men did volunteer, there was
little effort to keep them together and few officers spoke French. This did lit-

tle to encourage French Canadians to volunteer to
fight overseas and made them feel like second-
class citizens on the home front.

Québec nationalist Henri Bourassa was one
of the most outspoken critics of conscription.
Bourassa believed that the country had lost
enough men and spent enough money on a war
that had little to do with Canada. Spending more
money and sending more troops would bankrupt
the country and put a strain on Canada’s agricul-
tural and industrial production. He argued that a
weakened economy would eventually threaten
Canada’s political independence. He also believed
that conscription would bitterly divide the nation
by aggravating tensions between Francophones
and Anglophones. Bourassa was right. Viclent
clashes erupted in Québec between people
protesting conscription and those who supported
the war.

FIGURE 2-28 Stone dedicated to conscientious objectors thou-
sands of conscientious objectors from the United States took refuge
in Canada in the early 1970s to avoid fighting in the Vietnam War
{see Chapter 7). They were termed “draft dodgers” (those who
wanted to avoid mandatory conscription) or “deserters” (those who
abandoned military posts without permission).

Thinking Critically What is your opinion of conscientious objectors? -
If you were drafted, how would you respond? '

Chapter 2 B Canada and the First World War 49
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Conscription Divides the Country

‘I'he Union Government won the election with strong support from
the armed forces and women, but the anger and resentment stirred
up by the conscription debate did not subside. In Québec, people
continued to demonstrate against conscription even after the elec-
tion. Crowds in Montréal marched through the streets shouting
“A bas Borden” (“down with Borden”). Canadian troops were
pelted with rotten vegetables and stones when they taunted French
Canadians for refusing to enlist. Tensions finally erupted at anti-
conscription riots in Québec City during the Easter weekend of 1918.
On April 1, four demonstrators were shot and killed by soldiers. Ten
soldiers were wounded over that weekend as well.

Nevertheless, conscription took place. Of the 401 882 men across
Canada who were called up, only 125 000 were enlisted and about
25 000 conscripted soldiers reached France before the end of the war.

& . " ST = -

Government | Liberls

~ {Borden) :
Atlantic Canada 21 10
Québec 3 62
Ontario 74 8
Western Canada 55 2
Total 153 82

FIGURE 2-30 Resuits of the 1917 election by
region; number of seats in Parliament

Using Evidence Find evidence to support the
view that the 1917 election divided the country.

Conscription Around the World, 2009

1 [E2] No armad forces

[E=3 No conscription

[ Plan o abotish
consecription in
three years

== Conscription

| ] No intormation
available

0 2000 4000 km

g

FIGURE 2-31 Mandatory military service in countries around the world in 2009

caimical i
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1. Why do you think
some countries
have conscription
while others do not?

2. Do you think that
there should be
mandatory military
service in Canada?
Explain your think-
ing.

: PRACTICE QUESTIONS 3

1. Why did Prime Minister Borden believe that
conscription was necessary? Who was opposed to
conscription and why?

2. Write a letter to the editor of the Vancouver Sun
from Henri Bourassa explaining why conscription
was not good for the country. 5.

19177

3. n pairs, create small election posters for the khaki
election. Aim your advertising at two of the follow-
ing groups: soldiers, women, French Canadians,

or English Canadians. troops.

Chapter 2

4, Why do you think Borden did not allow conscien-
tious objectors or recent Canadian immigrants
from enemy countries to vote in the 1917 election?
Why did he not give the vote to all women in

By 1917, Canadian soldiers were being used as
“shock” troaps, leading the attacks in battles.
Imagine you are in the pasition of Robert Borden.
Make a list of pros and cons for sending more

Canada and the First World War 51
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Participating in Peace

Dead | Wounded | Missing | Totai
Moment in Canada’s emerging autonomy from S : — -
tritain. Because Canada had contributed $o much to Canada 4 150 | unknown| 207
the war and its soldiers had fought under Canadian Britain 656 | 2032 359 3050
lenders on the battlefields, Prime Minister Borden +
tlemanded Canada have its own seat at the conference. France 1359 | 4200 362 5921
U.S..P‘resic.lent Woodrow Wilson (?p}?osed Canada’s Germany 1600 4065 103 5768
participation. He thought that Britain should vote on |
behalf of the British Empire and that a separate vote Russia 1700 3000 [ unknown| 6700
for Canada was really just another vote for Britain. But : .
liritish Prime Minister Lloyd George reminded Wilson Austria-Hungary | 922 =2t 2 Ll ]
that Canada had fought longer and supplied more United States 58 190 14 262 J
troops than other countries. In the end, Canada won a

seat at the conference and Borden insisted that he be
included among those leaders who signed the Treaty of
Versailles. For the first time, Canada gained interna-
tional recognition as an independent nation,

The Treaty of Versailles

One of the treaties that came
out of the Paris Peace
Conference was the Treaty of
Versatlles. This document laid
out the terms of peace between
Germany and the Allies. Initially,
U.S. President Wilson proposed
2 14-point plan for “just and
lasting peace” that emphasized
forgiveness and future interna-
tional cooperation. But some
Allied leaders wanted to shame
Germany and make it pay for

the damage their countries had
suffered during the war,

I'he Paris Peace Conference marked an important

negotiate a peace agreement, which becam

inada’s Emerging Autonomy

ler signing the armistice, the leaders of the Allies and the other countries
It won the war met in Paris in 1919 to discuss the term
Hent. The Paris Peace Conference lasted for six months and resulted in a
timber of treaties that defined new borders and compensation for losses
Wfered during the war. More than 30 countries attended the conference,
ih with their own agenda. Germany and its a
flcipate. Russia, which had alread

s of a peace agree-

llies were not allowed to par-
y negotiated the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
nvited.

I
® What factors contributed |

~ Canada's emerging autopomy?

What If...

Imagine Canada had not been
given a separate seat at the
Paris Peace Conference. How
might that have affected
Canadian autonomy?

FIGURE 2-33 Approximate* number of mifitary casualties of the
First World War (in thousands)

* Although precise casualty numbers for the First World War are not available,
these numbers can be considered a reliable estimate of the casualties ncurred
by these countries.

HGURE 2-34 Leaders from around the world gathered in Versailles, outside of Paris, to

e known as the Treaty of Versailles,
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CRITICAL
Cause and Consequence

Did the war have a positive or negative effect on Canada?

The First World War brought profound changes to
Canada. It changed the way we see ourselves as a
nation. Canadian troops fought well as a united force
and their victories at Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele
distinguished them as disciplined and courageous
fighters. The need for war supplies stimulated the

economy, resufting in major growth in Canadian industry.

Women won the right to vote for the first time. The First
World War marked Canada’s coming of age as it moved
from a collection of disparate communities to a nation
united by a sense of pride and identity. Canada gained
international status by participating at the Paris Peace
Conference, and Canadians began to see themselves
less as colonials in the British Empire and more as
citizens of an independent country. According to
Canadian historian George Woodcock,

...the emergence of Canada... as a nation among
nations within the broader world context,
caused people to think less of what divided them
than of what united them. They shared a single,
if immense, geographical terrain, a common his-
torical tradition in which their various pasts
intermingled of necessity, and an identity in
which the sense of being colonial—and therefore
being linked irrevocably to a land far away—
metamorphosed into a sense of being Canadian.

~George Woodcock

A Country Divided

The war had a very negative effect on the salidarity of
Canada. The issue of conscription and the bitterness of
the debate between Anglophones and Francophones
have never been completely forgotten. Those who spoke
out against conscription were accused of being unpatri-
otic and labelied cowards. Such accusations isolated
many French Canadians from the federal government
that had broken its promise not to impose conscription.
The War Measures Act also caused problems in many
communities where immigrants from Eastern European -
countries suffered racial discrimination even after the

war. Aboriginal leaders, who hoped their peoples' contri-
butions to the war would ensure them a better situation,
were disappointed. If anything, Canadian society was
more discriminatory than ever,

The Cost of War

The losses both at home and throughout the world were
staggering. Approximately 13 million people were

killed during the First World War, and millions more were
psychologically or physically wounded. The economic
costs of the war in destruction and lost productivity were
enormous. Between 1914 and 1918, Canada sent many
millions of dollars worth of materials overseas, creating a

‘debt that took decades to pay off. Some historians

challenge the idea that the First World War marked
Canada’s coming of age. Historian Jonathan Vance asks,
“How could a war that saw the deaths of 60 000
Canadians and the wounding of 170 000 others become
a constructive force in the nation's history?” Vance
believes that Canada’s “coming of age” was a myth that
developed during the 1920s and 1930s to transform the
horrors of the war into a more positive experience. The
maturity myth was meant to help heal the country,
Vance says, because believing in it meant wartime
losses had served a real purpose for Canada.

Analyzing the Issue

1. Define “coming of age.” How did the First Worid
War help bring about Canada’s “coming of age”?

2. Make a study tool on the theme of Canadian unity
and the effects of the First World War. Which events
enhanced Canadian unity and which diminished it?

3. You and a partner have been chosen to be on a
panel to discuss the impact of the First World War
on Canada’s development. One of you will defend
George Woodcock's position, the other, that of
Jonathan Vance. Prepare your arguments and
present them to the class for further discussion.

Chapter 2 [ Canada and the First World War 55




e —

e . gd  Satm ogf gmmm mm— e

saB1atug uoney v iuonIsURL] Ul epRUR) | [ KU} gG

"epeuen 0} Jem ay Jo

S]1S0CJ U} PUB Jem BY] 0} SUOIINGLILOD S ‘uoljeu
's90usnNbasuoo ajqissod B SE SNJEe)s sepeue) aziseydill "aoualajuog

1134] pue swisj s,A1eal} 8y} U0 Leyd |Wd & 9B

80B84 Slied 8y} 0} uoieSaap ueipeue)

'$3}|1SIaA J0 AJeal| a3 JO SWLIB) 8y} YoJessay *Z ay1 1o} sajou Suysuq asedasd Jauped e yEm "L

_ _ SNOILS3IND 321LIVvYHd :

'suonpues 3sodwr 0} 4se3 31 sem 10N "suolieu 10s53138e uo suorsIIAp

sit asodwt 07 UMO sH JO 3010§ ArejI[u & 3aeY JOU pIp anSea] 2y Ing “UONEU
Surpuago a3 yam spex; unsinsar sny) 91 JsureSe SUCHIUES JIUIOU0D
Buisodwur 4q uoneu aa1ssa188e ue ysiund pmos andex] oy sed sy ut [am
A13a 3uop pey 4313 SuIyIawos J0u seA YIIYM IayIoUR U0 IPIM Aeradood
0} p[IoMm 33 Jo suoneu 3y paxinbax 31 xep praopm 111 33 15ye s1eak ayy

ur sandsip 2A[0s21 0} $S3UIANIIYS S)T pauruLIspun Aeais anea sy uiof 0y
$IJ'IS paNuN 3Y) Jo [esnya1 3y I ‘swajqoid pprom oy uonnjos eonoead e uey;
UOISIA J1ISI[eapl 10Ul & 3q 01 paaoid suoneN Jo andea ayp ‘sdem Luew uj

suoljelrury s andea ay

"SITRJJE PlIOM
T “§"(] Y} SA[OAUT PINOM [DIYM A31IND3S AT1I2[103 Jo dpdpurad sy pardafal
oym syuauoddo [rnyramod pey uospip -snSea sy urof 03 pasnya sarerg
pantu) Y2 A[restuoa] 3oead Jo e1s mau e 03 premioy payoo[ Aj1a3ea ‘s1amod
18213 2y Jo swmdIA SuIwod3q INOQe PaUIUD SAEM[E ‘SUOHRU JI[[RUS
"aidund ur jses] 1e 9daduos siseq ays 03 paasfe A3y os ‘onfea epuesedord
pey Jesodoid suos[ipm Jey pazifeas s1apeaj 11ay) ing “suoniqure isijersadur
112y ansind 0) WoOp3ay i) pajueMm pue I INOGe SIGNOP pey ouel] pue
urejLIg aU0A1243 4qQ PILOd[oM 10U SEM SUOTIEN JO n8eaT e Jo Bapl 3y
"0T61 ‘91 AJenue( UO SLIBg UT J3UI IS41) SUOTJRU
Buipunoy 7y san8ea] oy anSea] paur1o] A|mat 3y} Jo JqUIAW € 3WI033q
0) epeUE’) 10j JYBLI 3y} UOM OS[e UIPIOG IDISIUIN W] ‘3IUIIAU0T) 3383]
Sued 313 Ul papnpout 3q 03 3[33nuis siy jo ued sy Tem 3y jo Suruurdaq
3y 12 ysiidwoooe 0) padoy saouerpe jo Suidio) ay) se yonw Jossaise sy
Jsurede pajIun SI2qUIBL [ “{>e1e ISPUn JUTEd IIGUIIW U0 J] AILINd2S
3A12a[[0D Jo ajdi>unid 31 uo paseq sem andea| oy -aoead Sunse] 1oy
ueyd yurod-¢[ siy jo syuawape juerrodut 1sow ays jo suo sem uoneradood
[BUCHEUISIUT JO BAPT AU} SB—P[IYOUTRIq SUOS[IM, MOIPOOM Sem anea] oy,
"SUONEN JO 3n3eaT 3y} JO UOHBULIOJ 3} PIPN[IUT SI[[IBSIA JO A1B31] YT,

suoneN Jo andeay 2y,

UONBU snouwiouoine
ue se uonuFosal panlasap
epeue]) Jey) SumnSie ‘(£161)
aouaIajuor) e Terradue] ap ye
X1 UOUN[0SFY JO JOINE PES] SEM «
SUoneN jo
an3eaT a3 ut 23¢e[d e epRUERD) UOM .
saf[iesiap Jo Kyealp
a3 udis 03 epeue’) moj[e o1 3ydnoy .
G161 Ul IUIIIJUOT) I8 SLIed
ay3 3¢ uoneSa[ap uripeues) ay} pay .

Pa0>3y [euorjeuIaIU]
{6161) 2§ [e1auan Sadiuum
3q3 dn yea1q 0) sdooy [e1apaj Juas .
12V SUON3[Y SWITLIBA 243
pue 10y s13104 A1y oy Surssed
Aq uondaa DieYY L161 24l UOM .
15V 3314136
Axenp oy Buissed 4q /161
ur Azojepuewr tondiissuod apew .
~L161 Wi amseawr  Arerod
-], € SB X} SLI0IUT pasnpoiuy .

TEM PHOM 38313 24 Suninp ($161)
13V $aUInseIN Jea 33 passed .

PI023Y dSnssmoe(

e e

 0zZ61-T16) Mistupu aurud -
9681 Ul SUOLILIOT) 0} PaIIAfe Iy -
IaAme] ‘;9q3933'—
B10DG PAON] ‘71d PUBID ‘pog] UI0q -
LS <5 A i L

UIPIOY PIIR JI2qOY

LFSIUL] Y AL

£\




Canada After the War

After four long years of fighting, Canadian soldiers were finally on their way
home. Most returned to Canada in early 1919 only to find that there were
no steady pensions for veterans, no special medical services for those
wounded in the war, and above all, few jobs. To make matters worse, many
¢mployers had grown rich during the war. The veterans had made the sacri-
fices, but it seemed that others were reaping the rewards.

Aboriginal soldiers returning to Canada faced even greater disappoint-
ments, During the war, they benefited from some of the social changes that
took place, including gaining the right to vote under the Military Voters Act.
Aboriginal peoples also believed that their contributions to the war effort
would be acknowledged. But they found that nothing had changed. They
still faced prejudice, and Aboriginal soldiers received even less support and
opportunities than other veterans after the war.

® What challenges did
Aboriginal soldiers face upon
their return home?

Flu Pandemic of 1918

During the winter of 1918 to 1919, a deadly
influenza virus (called Spanish Flu) swept across
Europe, killing millions. Many returning soldiers
carried the virus to North America. Young peo-
ple were especially susceptible to the virus, which
caused the deaths of an estimated 21 million
people worldwide, more than the war itself.
From 1918 to 1920, approximately 50 000
Canadians died during the epidemic. Many
small Aboriginal communities were almost
wiped out. Schools and public places were closed
for months in an effort to stop the spread of the
virus, and in some communities, people were
required to wear breathing masks in public.

FASTFORWARD 3

Worldwide Pandemics

FIGURE 2-36 After the devastation of the First World War, condi-
tions were right for the flu virus to spread rapidly.

Developing Understanding Why are these people wearing masks?

When an infectious disease spreads rapidly across a

continent or the whole world, it is called a pandemic.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is an agency
of the United Nations that coordinates international
efforts to monitor outbreaks of infectious diseases.
It has three criteria to determine whether a flu
outbreak is a pandemic:

e |tis a new flu germ to which humans did not

have immunity.
 |nfected people can become very ill or even die.
¢ |t is contagious and spreads easily.

Today, pandemics can spread more rapidly due
to increased mobility of the global population. The
SARS outbreak of 2003 demonstrated how air travel
could help spread disease across continents. HINI,
or Swine Flu, which was first identified in Mexico in
2008, rapidly spread around the globe. HINl is a
very similar strain to the Spanish Flu, which caused
the pandemic of 1918 that killed millions.
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You have the opportunity to accompany either
Robert Borden or Henri Bourassa during the weeks
when conscription was a national issue. Write a
series of blogs on your experience. Be sure to men-
tion the Wartime Elections Act, the Military Service
Act, and the election of 1917.

In a small group, discuss the following: Without the
suppart received from the home front, Canadian
soldiers would not have been as successful on the
battlefields of Europe. Write down your group’s
responses so you can share with the rest of the
class.

Review the descriptions of technology and trench
warfare. In a letter home from a First World War
nurse or soldier, explain why you think so many
soldiers are being killed or wounded. When you
have finished your letter, bracket any parts that the
wartime censors would have “inked out” of your
letter.

. Write a paragraph explaining the concept of total

war. Provide specific examples from Canada during
the First World War.

Critical Thinking

10.

11.

In a small group, discuss the wartime internment
and monitoring of “enemy aliens.” Record your
thoughts on display paper and present the results of
your discussion to the class. In what ways was the
treatment of these immigrants unjust? Do you think
immigrants could be treated this way today in a sim-
ilar situation? Can you think of modern parallels?

Use the organizer you developed in the Chapter
Focus section to help you answer the following:

¢ Assess Canada's contributions to the First World
War. Provide specific examples of Canadian
contributions and evaluate how important that
contribution was to the war effort.

¢ Explain the social, political, and economic
impacts of the war on Canada.

IR AN IEITEN:E How did each of the

technologies in the innovations feature heip to
change the nature of war?

Pocument Analysis

12. Primary sources give us glimpses into what people

of a certain period were thinking about, and into the
issues that were important to them. At the beginning
of the war, being part of the British Empire meant
that Canada almost automatically went to war when
Britain was threatened by a powerful enemy. Most
Canadians of British origin accepted this but feared
that Canadians would lose their identity by being put
into British army units to fight as “British” soldiers.
Consider this excerpt from a 1916 letter to Prime
Minister Robert Borden from his Minister of Militia,
Sam Hughes:

1 do recall my visit to... Britain in the autumn of
1914. I did expect... that I would have been per-
mitted to exercise some “control and direction”
over our gailant Canadian boys... But there had
evidently been some communication... that “con-
trol and direction” of this magnificent Force
should be under the British government direct,
The then Mr. George Perley, Acting High
Commissioner, implied such in the following
words; — “You do not pretend surely to have
anything to do with the Canadian soldiers in
Britain.”

-Excerpt from letter, November 1, 1916

As you read through the excerpt, consider the
following questions.

e  What surprised Hughes on his 1914 visit?

¢ What was the heart of the issue for Hughes and
other Canadians?

* Knowing what you know about Sam Hughes,
why do you think he would cal! the first
Canadian volunteers a “magnificent force”?

* How important was it to Canadian identity that
Canadians fight as part of their own army?
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