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C‘ﬁi&{mn who opened and shut the doors in
the tunnels of the coal mines were called

trappers. They sat alone in the dark damp

tunnel beside a wooden trap door for twelve
hours a day. ‘Their ages ranged from six to

eight.
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.3 Cﬁi[cf Miners

5rrm[[cﬁi[d'mn were used to mine coal in
tunnels only eighteen inches high. They usually
worked twelve to fourteen hours a day.
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HANDOUT 2T

Michael Brock, M.D.
(Day, Month, Year)

was crushed by one of the heavy coal

trucks.
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fell on the coal tracks and his body

Graham Smith
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occuPATION: ‘Trapper Boy
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(1842)
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N\ ¢ Cﬁ}fa&-en are laken into these mines fo

N\
~ AN work as early as four years of age, somelimes

N ‘ af ﬁ'ue, oﬁen between six and seven. The or-

cﬁ'nar‘y age af which empﬁaymen/ in these
mines 5e571hs 15 ez'yﬁ/ fo nine years of age. Yn
several districts, femafe children 5eyz'n fo

work in these mines af the same eczr[y age as \

\ ~“ their mafes.” \\
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denied /ana( and rest /6:- as ﬁ:m_y as 39
bours wbile {é-e_y rofaled the wheels.
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HANDOUT 2W
\ Cm[ bearers were children, usually young

\\ girls, who carried loads of coal on their .
\ o DacKs in big basKets. .
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N

Coa[ Bearers

N Mfatﬁerml&;smmmtﬁsmmat L
" 2inthemorning, and I came up at 1072 oniii
\ next afternoon. I have Igotobedat6at - e SN
Y night to be ready for work_the next ,“_:a--—u-;::;ﬂ L NS
" morning. My job is to carry 4 to 5 baskets 7. = T
\\ \ ofcodamf;tta@.smzoutpstoﬁﬂ'om
basket. To get tatﬁeﬁattomg‘tﬁeptt I
have to climb 4 ladders.”
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Jesse Blake

NAME:

BIRTH:

June 22, 1824

DEATH:

12 years of age

occuraTiON: (Coal Bearer

CAUSE OF DEATH: Lung Failure
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David Harper, M.D.
Signature
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of 1847
carry out the laws in the Act.

q?ie Ten Hours Act
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females shall be limited to 10 hours a day.
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1. Work for children under 18 and all
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