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THE TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF CHARLES I
Upon defeating the Cavaliers, Cromwell and Parliament ordered Charles I to stand trial for treason.

Tickets for the trial had been sold weeks in advance.  Everyone saw Charles walk in and refuse to take off his hat for the judges.  But revenge was what the whole day was about.

As the indictment against Charles was read, the King was eager to interrupt the speaker and tapped his cane many times until the silver tip of it fell off with a loud thud and rolled noisily across the wooden floor.

When asked how he wished to plead Charles refused to respond, only reminding the court that they should remember that he was “your lawful king, and to remember what sins you bring upon your hand, and the judgment of God upon this land.”  

After 3 days of Charles refusing to plea, the judges heard evidence without the King, and it was all very damning.  The verdict read:  “Charles Stuart as a tyrant, murderer and public enemy to the good people of his nation shall be put to death by the severing of his head from his body.” 
The day of his execution Charles stood on the scaffold for about 15 minutes.  He then lay down on the block, thrust out his arms and the axe swung down.  His head was severed in one clean blow.  There was a sigh from the crowd – no cheering, no laughter, just a long-breathed sigh, a collective groan.

For consideration:

1.
Look up the word “treason”.  Does this charge fit Charles’ role in the Civil War?  Justify your answer with events you know about.

2.
Charles refuses to take off his hat for the judges.  Explain the significance of this action.  What does it tell you about Charles’ state of mind during his trial?

3.
What is the meaning behind Charles’ reply to the judge when asked how he will plead?

4.
The crowd neither celebrated nor cheered when Charles was executed.  Propose some reasons why the execution didn’t bring out a more exuberant reaction from the people of England.
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JAMES II AND THE BLOODY ASSIZES

James II inherited the throne.  An attempt by Charles II’s illegitimate son, the Duke of Montmouth, was made to overthrow James.  His plan failed and he was executed by beheading.  Apparently his neck was so thick that the executioner threw down his axe after 3 failed chops, only continuing the punishment when a number of bishops threatened him.

Those followers of Montmouth were summarily executed in a period of time called “The Bloody Assizes”.  Those found guilty were hanged until they were almost dead, then eviscerated while still alive.  Finally, their corpses were divided into quarters, boiled into salt water so they would stay better preserved for public display.

Parliament and Protestants throughout England didn’t like James II as he was Catholic.  A plot was devised to overthrow the King.  Parliament turned to Holland, where Prince William of Orange was to marry James’ daughter Mary, who was Protestant.

William was described as short in stature, with spindly legs, little feet, a crooked back, black teeth and his most prominent feature – a huge, hooked, beak-like nose.  Satirists often nicknamed him, the most famous one being “The Dutch Abortion”.  On the contrary, Mary stood a statuesque 5’11” tall and was well known for her beauty and eventual devotion to her husband, William.

William’s marriage to Mary served as a useful alliance, as the Dutch were enemies with the French, and the English Parliament saw this as an opportunity to gain strength against the regime of King Louis XIV in France.

After being overthrown, James died in 1701 from a stroke.  His body was dismembered and various parts were sent to Catholic churches, as some people thought he might be considered for sainthood (his brain went to a church in Paris, his heart to a nunnery).

William and Mary ruled jointly after some debate on the topic, and had to accept The Bill of Rights as a condition of their monarchy.  This document clearly stated that parliament was the real government of the country.  It was a forward step in the creation of democracy in England.
For consideration:

1.
What evidence can you find in this reading, and any other information you have learned through this unit, that religion became a dividing factor in society AND within families?

2.
State the reasons that William the Orange was married to Mary.

3.
Why, after James was seemingly hated by so many people, was he being considered for sainthood after his death?

4.
Read the excerpt from England’s Bill of Rights on page 47 of your text.  Paraphrase the 6 excerpts into simpler terms to demonstrate your comprehension.
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OLIVER CROMWELL – DICTATOR?
We will construct this Yes/No chart as we consider to what extent Oliver Cromwell acted as a dictator during and after the English Civil War.

Dictator: an authoritarian ruler (ie: autocratic or authoritarian) who assumes complete power and control over their state. 

Be sure to bring this with you to your English Civil War Unit Test.

	Yes, he was a dictator
	No, he wasn’t a dictator

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Key to Charles I’s trial and execution.

1.
treason is:  disloyalty to one’s sovereign or nation.


Charles WAS the sovereign.  How could he be disloyal to himself?  

2.
Charles’ action shows defiance.  He may have entered the trial a bit overconfident or very sure that he was innocent of all he was accused of.

3.
He is reminding the court that he is still their King and that any unjust action they visit upon him will be “blood on their hands” for the future.

4.
Historically, the British had great faith in their monarchs and may have felt this could have been the end of an era (which it was for a short time as Cromwell takes over power, NOT an inherited monarch)

Key for James II and Bloody Assizes questions:

1.
Montmouth attempts to overthrow his uncle James, largely based on the fact that James is Catholic and Montmouth is Protestant and is backed by the Protestant groups to prevent a Catholic from assuming the throne.


Also, James’ own daughter Mary, conspires against her father because she is Protestant and doesn’t want a Catholic on the throne, influencing her decision to marry the Protestant Prince William.

2.
Marrying William ensured that the throne would remain in Protestant hands.  Also, this would form a military alliance with Holland, who like Britain, were at war with France.  

3.
He was being considered for sainthood in France (that is where his body parts were sent), where the majority of the citizens there were Catholic.

4.
Bill of Rights paraphrase:

1.
The King can’t change or cancel laws without asking Parliament first

5.
Citizens are allowed to set up petitions to disagree with the King and can’t be sent to jail for doing so.

8.
People should not have to pay money to run for Parliament

9.
Freedom of speech!  People are allowed to say what they like, even outside of Parliament.

10.
when people are imprisoned, their bail should be reasonable, as should their punishment.


13.
parliament should meet and talk regularly and often.







































