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attempts to quash potlatches, the Sun Dance, zind other
cultural practices.

Beginning in 1889, parents required passe=g to visit
their children interned at residential schools, C <ntrolling
parents” access to their children aided and ab <tted the
government’s policy of keeping the family = nd their
influence distanced from their children, Agexts were
encouraged to only provide a pass to parents to ~risit their
children in school no more frequently than foua »- times a
year. If a child was ill, and the residential scho| shared
this information with the child’s parents, aclditional
passes might be issued.

12 Created residential schools
1886 TO 1996 (FIRST DISCUSSED IN 1840S; LAST S CHooL
CLOSED IN 996)

The Governor in Council may make regulations, wWhich
shall have the force of law, for the committal by justices
or Indian agents of children of Indian blood under the

age of sixteen years, to such industrial school of board-
ing school, there to be kept, cared for and educated for
a period not extending beyond the time at which such

children shall reach the age of eighteen years.

Indian Act, 1884

And so it began: the most aggressive and destryctive
of all Indian Act policies. When the federal government
signed the 11 numbered treaties starting in 187y, it
assumed responsibility for the education of the Indians of
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, as well as Portions




