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CANADA’S POLITICAL SPECTRUM – ASSIGNMENT

Below is an illustration of how far “right” and “left” Canada’s political pendulum swings…
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Left Wing

· support change and think the government should provide more social services (education, health, etc)

· criminals should be rehabilitated

· government involved heavily in managing the economy

· new solution to old problems

Centrist Moderate

· believe in both tradition and change

· government should play a role only when it improves citizens’ lives

· apply some new and some old solutions to issues facing the country

Right Wing

· support tradition and the status quo

· government plays a limited role in economy; support business and free enterprise

· budget should be balanced, even if this means cutbacks in education and health care

· law and order have high priority; harsher penalties for criminals

Political Party Pamphlet or Poster

Your Assignment (  Create a new “political party”

Step 1 :  Decide where on the Canadian Political Spectrum your party lies

Step 2 :  Name your party appropriately

Step 3 :  form a party “platform” (  issues you promise to address if you are elected to government.  You MUST have a minimum of 6 platform issues!

Socialist ?  Your platform CAN include, but should NOT be limited to:

· Increasing taxes on business to subsidize health, social welfare & education

· Legalizing gay marriage

· Amending Canada’s Penal Code to increase the age for young offenders


Liberal ?  Your platform CAN include, but should NOT

be limited to:

· Increasing taxes on wealthier Canadians while cutting individual income tax on Canadians living near the poverty line

· Decreasing the cost of post-secondary education

· Canada’s re-adoption of the Kyoto Accord


Conservative ?  Your platform CAN include, but should NOT be


    limited to:

· Cutting taxes on big business while reinstating the GST at 7%

· Introducing the death penalty for capital crimes

· Cut government spending on social welfare programs like employment insurance

Step 4 :  Create a party “logo” that appropriately symbolizes your platform

Step 5:   “Elect” your candidate from your group of 4.

Step 6 :  Create campaign “posters” that includes your party name, your candidate’s name, your party symbol and lists your party platform promises.

Evaluation:  20 marks total  (   
Name = 


3 marks







Logo =


3 marks







Platform = 


12 marks







Teamwork = 


2 marks










20 marks
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