ACT ONE SCENE SUMMARIES

Act 1, Scene 1: "Athens, A hall in the palace of Theseus

On the eve of their "nuptial hour," Theseus, Duke of Athens, and Hippolyta, his wife-to-be and recently conquered queen of the Amazons, are interrupted by a frantic plea from one of the royal men of Athens, Egeus. As the two royals romantically discuss their warrior courtship and future life together, Egeus comes before the throne of Theseus, begging for help with his only daughter, Hermia. Hermia is in love with young Lysander. Problems arise because Egeus has given marriage consent to Lysander's friend, Demetrius. Demetrius, Lysander, Hermia, and Egeus bow before Theseus and Hippolyta asking for aid in this love-struck time of turmoil, still delaying the royal Athenian wedding. Egeus claims that Lysander has "with cunning...filched my daughter's heart,/ Turned her obedience, which is due to me,/ To stubborn harshness". Hermia defends her love with Lysander to her father, Theseus, and Hippolyta. Theseus listens to both father and daughter, but ultimately states that Hermia will "either...die the death or to abjure/ Forever the society of men". In accordance with Egeus, Theseus declares his plea Athenian law, and Hermia must either marry Demetrius, die, or become a nun.

Act 1, Scene 2: "A room in Quince's house in Athens" 

The subplot comes alive as Quince the carpenter, Bottom the weaver, Flute the bellows-mender, Snout the tinker, and Starveling the tailor discuss a play they plan to put on for the wedding of Theseus and Hippolyta. The plans are discussed in Quince's house, and Quince is in charge of the play and assigning roles; however, Bottom wants to take on all the parts, including the lion and both male and female lovers of the play Pyramus and Thisbe. Bottom humorously energizes the group of lower-classmen as they decide upon parts and plan to memorize their lines so that they may be chosen by the Duke and Duchess to perform.

ACT TWO SCENE SUMMARIES

Act 2, Scene 1: "Night, A wood near Athens" 

The action shifts to the woods where the magical fantasy of this play is born. Puck, a "shrewd and knavish sprite," enters with another fairy discussing the current confrontation of their masters, Oberon, King of the Fairies and Titania, Queen of the Fairies. Oberon and Titania are quarreling over a young Indian boy whom Oberon wants, yet Titania has locked safe away in her Fairy Queen lair. The fairy recognizes Puck as Robin Goodfellow.

Oberon and Titania enter the stage on opposite ends, still enraged with one another. Aside from their frustration with the Indian boy, they both discuss their jealousy of the royal Athenians. Titania teases Oberon that his once love, Hippolyta, is marrying the Duke, Theseus, to which Oberon rebuts with his claim that Titania loves Theseus, as well.  Oberon still wants the Indian boy. The two argue some more and Titania leaves. Oberon is left alone with the scheming Puck.

Act 2, Scene 2: "Another part of the wood" 

Titania tells her fairy attendants to gather round and sing her to sleep. They do and then leave. Oberon enters her lair, squeezing magic flower juice on her eyelids. He does this, according to his plan to teach her a lesson. He leaves her side, excited about the dirty trick he is playing on his queen. 

Lysander and Hermia wander through the woods and become lost. They decide to rest for the evening. Lysander wants to sleep next to Hermia, however, Hermia, as a virgin and maid, will not allow such a deed to take place, so she sleeps several feet from him.
Puck enters the woods complaining that he has not yet found the Athenian man on whom he was ordered to place the magic juice. He sees the sleeping couple lying separately. He sees Lysander lying and believes that he is the man Oberon was talking about. He puts the magic juice on Lysander's eyelids. 

Helena runs into the woods after Demetrius. He puts her down, once again, begging her to leave him alone, and then abandons her. Helena notices the sleeping Lysander on the ground and wonders if he is dead, wounded, or asleep. She tries to wake him, and upon his awakening, he is love-struck (because of the magic flower juice). Helena is confused and angry because she thinks that she is being mocked. Helena leaves. Lysander sees the sleeping Hermia and looks upon her with disgust and follows after Helena into the woods.

Hermia awakes from a horrible nightmare in which she thinks a serpent is eating her heart and Lysander "sat smiling at his cruel prey". She calls for him and realizes he is not there. She overreacts to his absence and vows to find him in the woods or die trying.
ACT THREE SCENE SUMMARIES

Act 3, Scene 1: "The same spot in the wood" 

As Titania sleeps in her bower, her fairy lair, the group of common players (Quince, Snug, Bottom, Flute, Snout, and Starveling) enters the same spot in the woods, planning to rehearse their play. Quince the director tries to tell everyone where to go and what to do, but Bottom continues to interrupt with his prima-dona disposition, wanting to direct the play. They provide the comic relief to this play. Bottom claims that there must be a prologue in which they will tell the audience that Bottom as Pyramus does not truly die and that there must be a person to play the Wall that separates Pyramus and Thisbe before they die. The men then begin to get into position, directed by Quince, and rehearse. Puck enters behind them, watching their humorous spectacle and shocked at their close presence to Titania. 

Puck is amused by Bottom's performance and follows him to another place in the woods. The rest of the company continues the rehearsal until Bottom re-enters the scene transformed with the head of a donkey, followed by an invisible Puck. The players, shocked at this appearance of a monster, flee the scene (followed by Puck), leaving a confused, ignorant Bottom alone. 
Titania awakens from her slumber to see a donkey face. Since Oberon placed the magic flower juice on her eyelids, she immediately falls in love with Bottom, transformed into a donkey. Titania offers him fairy servants to wait on him and feed him with fruit and decorate him with flowers. 

Act 3, Scene 2: "Another part of the wood" 

Oberon and Puck discuss the evening's events. Puck tells him that he saw a group of players who were very pitiful and gave one of them an ass's head. He tells Oberon that Titania fell in love with the donkey. Oberon asks Puck if he placed the magic juice in the Athenian's eyelids while asleep. Puck proudly responds that he did.
Then, Hermia and Demetrius walk into the same spot in the woods arguing. Hermia blames Demetrius for Lysander's disappearance and claims that he killed him in his sleep. Demetrius is frustrated with Hermia's jabber and constant chatter and tells her he did nothing of the sort. The two bicker, until Hermia leaves in a fit of rage telling Demetrius he will never see her again alive. Demetrius then is weary from Hermia's bad mood; he still loves her, but stops following her for the meantime and falls asleep. Oberon places the magic juice on his sleeping eyelids while Puck gets Helena. Puck states in delight: "Lord, what fools these mortals be!" 

Helena enters the same spot in the woods, followed by a love-struck Lysander. She cannot understand his actions and still thinks she is being mocked. She also reminds Lysander that he is in love with Hermia and that she is in love with Demetrius. Demetrius then wakes up, opens his eyes, sees Helena, and falls in love. Helena very angry.
Hermia returns, sees the very living Lysander and asks him why he left her alone in the woods at night. He responds callously that he had no reason to stay when he wanted to find his love (namely Helena).

Helena now thinks that all three are against her and reminds Hermia of their long-lived, childhood friendship. She begins to leave. Demetrius and Lysander immediately stop her exit by beginning to duel for her hand. Hermia clings to Lysander as he shuns her with despicable insults: "Hang of, thou cat, thou burr! Vile thing, let loose,/ Or I will shake thee from me like a serpent!" Hermia responds that hate is the greatest injury and then physically turns on Helena. They fight and throw insults at one another until Helena enlists her "men" for help from Hermia. They come to her speedy rescue and leave. Hermia is in shock and exits the stage.

Oberon and Puck have been watching the entire spectacle from a hidden spot in the set. Oberon tells Puck that the chaos is his fault. He commands Puck to place more magic juice in Lysander's eyes so that the two couples will be matched up correctly by night. Then, he plans to find Titania, laugh at her spectacle with Bottom and then make amends. 

Lysander returns. Puck imitates Demetrius' voice in order to get him to follow him to a specific location where he will fall asleep. He does the same trickery with Demetrius, until they both lie sleeping. Helena enters followed by Hermia. All four fall asleep and Puck works his magic. The four Athenians lay sleeping together, and when they wake up, will quarrel no more.

ACT FOUR SCENE SUMMARIES

Act 4, Scene 1: "The same portion of the wood" 

The four lovers are still sleeping in the woods as the attention shifts to Bottom and Titania. He is tended on, spoiled, and indulged by the fairies. His words change to those of a donkey, as he craves hay and remarks that he needs a shave. The fairies leave Bottom to sleep as Titania cradles him in her bed. Oberon is still looking onto the scene as Titania is pictured on top of Bottom. He develops pity for his beloved fairy queen, for he knows that his trick has gone too far. Oberon decides to undo all the magic he has done, for he now has the Indian boy in his possession. He squeezes the juice over her eyelids and she awakens in shock: Oberon shows Titania the sleeping Bottom. Puck removes the donkey's face and Oberon declares that all will be well in the morning. 
The fairies leave as Theseus, Hippolyta, and Egeus ride into the woods on a hunting trip. They come across the four lovers sleeping peacefully on the ground and Theseus reminds Egeus that this is the day in which Hermia must announce her decision: to marry Demetrius, become a nun, or die. They tell the noblemen of their actions and how they came to the woods, all confused yet all content with their mates now. Theseus plans for a triple wedding in Athens. 

Bottom awakens from his slumber in flowing chatter and deep confusion. He jumps into "play mode," as he looks for Quince, Snout, and the rest of the players. He is ready to play Pyramus in the play. He decides that what happened must have been a dream and asks Quince to write a ballad of his dream. He plans to recite it before the play.

Act 4, Scene 2: "Athens, A room in Quince's house" 

The players wait desperately for Bottom in Quince's house. They are worried because their play will be a disaster without Bottom and they will also not win sixpence for putting on the play. 

Bottom shows up to everyone's joy and he starts to tell his dream.
ACT FIVE SCENE SUMMARIES

Act 5, Scene 1: "Athens, The great hall in the palace of Theseus" 

Theseus and Hippolyta enter the great hall in his Athenian palace. They cannot believe the stories they have heard from Hermia, Helena, Demetrius, and Lysander.

The four lovers come into the hall with the royals as Theseus asks Philostrate what play they will be seeing on this joyous day of weddings. He gives a humorous list of four plays, all which do not please Theseus until Pyramus and Thisbe. Philostrate warns Theseus of the meagerness and novelty of this tragedy turned into a comedy by the players' mirth. Theseus commands to see the play anyway, and the players enter the palace ready to perform.
Quince begins the prologue, chock full of incorrect grammar, mispronunciations, and complete farce. Quince continues with the prologue, summarizes the story, and points out the actors who will play Pyramus and Thisbe and the wall that separates them. Bottom and Flute enact the play as Snout speaks as the wall separating them, Snug roars as the lion, and Starveling plays the Moonshine of the night. During the entire hysterical performance, the royals comment on the wit and mediocrity of the players and play. Bottom over-acts in a prima-dona over-dramatic death scene.

As the "actors" lay dead on the floor, Theseus begins to speak. Bottom interrupts them saying that there is an epilogue to their play. Theseus stops them from continuing their spectacle. 

Puck addresses the audience, inferring that the play is at its end. Oberon and Titania join Puck with the fairies behind them. He blesses the newlyweds and tells the fairies to go through Athens and bless all the couples in love. Puck ends the play with a soliloquy stating that if the audience disliked the play, then it was all a dream.
