Cavalry

In Napoleon's army, there were four separate types of cavalry:

· Cuiraissiers:  these were the heavy cavalry, equipped almost like knights with a heavy cuirass (breastplate) and a brass and iron helmet. Because of the weight, both the trooper and horse had to be big and strong, and could consequently put a lot of force behind the charge. 

· Dragoons:  The Dragoons were the mainstay of the French cavalry, and were used for both battle and scouting. Because of their versatility, they were armed not only with traditional sabers,  but also pistols and carbines, enabling them to fight  infantry 

· Hussars:  Hussars were both the eyes and ears of the Napoleonic armies. Tactically, they were used as scouts and a screen for the army to keep their commanders informed of enemy moves while denying the same information to the foe. 

· Lancers:  Some of the most feared cavalry in Bonaparte's armies were the Polish lancers. Lancers were excellent against infantry in square - where their lances could outreach the infantry bayonets - and also in hunting down a routed enemy. 

Infantry

· Line Infantry: The bulk of the army was made of standard line infantry. Infantry regiments were known as demi-brigades and were made of three or four battalions. 

· Light Infantry:  The voltigeurs were usually nimble fighters whose job it was to advance in front of the attack and try to disrupt enemy formations or artillery crews. Later, separate light infantry regiments were formed. In the 18th and 19th centuries most infantry battalions had a light company. Its members were usually smaller, agile men capable of using their initiative, since they did not fight in disciplined ranks as did the ordinary infantry but often in widely dispersed groups. They were also often chosen for their shooting ability and sometimes carried lighter muskets than ordinary infantrymen. Unusually, their officers often carried muskets as well and their swords were lighter and curved, as opposed to the heavy, straighter swords of other infantry officers. Orders were sent by bugle instead of drum (since the sound of a bugle carries further and it is difficult to move fast when carrying a drum). These were sometimes considered elite units, since they required more training and self-discipline to carry out the roles of light infantry as well as those of heavy infantry. 

Artillery

As one would expect with the Emperor being a former artillery officer, France's cannon made up the backbone of the ground forces. The French guns were generally used in massed batteries to soften up enemy formations before being subjected to the closer attention of the infantry or cavalry. Superb gun-crew training allowed Bonaparte to move the weapons at great speed to either bolster a weakening defensive position, or else hammer a potential break in enemy lines. In general, French guns were 4-pounders, 8-pounders or 12-pounders, with the lighter calibres being phased out and replaced by 6-pounders later in the wars. French cannons had brass barrels and their carriages, wheels and limbers were painted olive-green.

The positioning of artillery was of the utmost importance. While common sense may lead one to believe that high ground is always the best place from which to fire, this was not the case during the Napoleonic era. Artillery usually fired iron balls, called roundshot or just "shot," which was most effective when fired at a level trajectory about chest high. If allowed to pass straight through ranks of men, the shot could cause enormous destruction. Ultimately the ball would bounce several times and begin rolling, still capable of tearing off feet or breaking ankles. If fired from high ground, or on a steep trajectory, the shot would hit the ground at such an angle that even if it hit anyone, the "bounce zone" would be much shorter. As a result, artillerists usually sought areas of flat, hard, open ground, devoid of obstacles or irregularities. It was across these areas of hard, bare ground that artillery could grind an assault dead in its tracks! One benefit of high ground would have been the slow approach it forced on attacking units. Artillery stationed on high ground was, if time allowed, placed behind makeshift redoubts and issued plenty of shotgun-like case rounds to use against enemy units as they toiled upslope. This ammunition is now commonly called grapeshot, even though true grapeshot was a special heavy caliber ball ammunition used only by navies of the period. Case shot was made in two basic types; light case and heavy case. Light case was used at close range, and was composed of 60 to 120 small balls enclosed in a thin cannister which broke apart as the artillery piece fired. Heavy case was employed at longer ranges than light case, and was composed of roughly 30 to 60 larger balls in a similar container. Both types of case could tear gory paths through the ranks of vulnerable units, so it is not surprising that frontal attacks on case-armed artillery was one of the most unpleasant of duties.

Imperial Guard

France's Imperial Guard was the elite military force of its time and grew out of the Garde des Consuls and Garde Consulaire. It was, quite literally, an army unit itself with both infantry and cavalry divisions. Napoleon Bonaparte wanted it as the example for the army to follow and also as a force that had fought with him over several campaigns and was utterly loyal to him. Although the infantry was rarely committed, the Guard's cavalry was often thrown into a battle as the killing blow. There were three sections:

· Old Guard: This was the creme de la creme of Napoleon's army. The Old Guard was made up of the longest serving veterans (3-5 campaigns). 

· Middle Guard: Consisted of veterans with 3-5 campaigns. 

· Young Guard: initially was made up of veterans with at least one campaign under their belts as well as bright young officers. 

the Guard actually had six roles. Those roles were:

1. A personal bodyguard 

2. A military formation and tactical reserve 

3. A method of building support with influential portions of French society for Napoleon's reign 

4. A tool of international politics 

5. A tool to minimize desertion and 

6. A source of trained cadres for the army. 

Engineers

While the glory of battle went to the cavalry and infantry, the bridge builders of Napoleon Bonaparte's army - the pontonniers - were an indispensable part of the military machine. Their main contribution was helping the emperor to get his forces across water obstacles by erecting pontoon bridges.  The skills of his pontonniers allowed Bonaparte to outflank enemy positions by crossing rivers where the enemy least expected and, in the case of the great retreat from Moscow, saved the army from complete annihilation at the Beresina. They may not have had the glory, but Bonaparte clearly valued his pontonniers and had 14 companies commissioned into his armies.

The pontoons were rectangular-shaped, flat copper-bottomed boats that would be positioned together, anchored, and then have planks laid across its length. 

All the materials for the temporary spans were carried by the pontonniers' wagon train right down from the pontoons themselves to the clamps, spikes and anchors needed to secure them.

There were also mobile wagon-mounted forges that the pontonniers used to fashion items that were out of stock.
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Napoleon’s Grand Armee

	Division
	Important Information

	Cavalry


	-soldiers on horseback

-4 different types

Cuiraissiers ( heavy cavalry (big/strong – in back)

Dragoons ( main part of cavalry

Hussars ( used as scouts

Lancers ( most feared! 

	Infantry


	-smaller, agile men capable of using their initiative

-“rookies” ( first or second battle!

-2 different groups :  LINE infantry ( the bulk of the army

-LIGHT infantry ( smaller groups… good marksmen!  Smaller men, very agile

	Artillery


	-any device that fires ammunition

-manned the cannons that made up the backbone of the ground forces

-french guns came in different sizes

-picking the right terrain to attack from was of the utmost importance!  Flat for cannons.  High areas to see opponent clearly

	Engineers


	-built “pontoon” bridges (rectangular boats that were anchored and mobile to allow for crossing waterways)

-built wagon mounted forges used to fashion artillery

	Guard


	-these were veterans who had served in several battles under Napoleon!

-3 sections (  Old/Middle/Young 

-bodyguards, reserves, Napoleon’s support group, politicians, minimize desertion (arrest/punish deserters), trained new soldiers
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THE EMPIRE EXPANDS & THE CONTINENTAL SYSTEM
Napoleon attempted to cut Britain off from European trade through a system of blockades that would prevent British ships from docking in continental ports.

The British Navy was the strongest in the world.  Predict the result of Napoleon’s Continental System, knowing that the French Navy couldn’t control the English Channel or the surrounding seas.

Now, read page 104 of your text.  How close was your prediction?  Jot down any information that you may not have guessed.

Use an atlas to compare today’s map of Europe with the following map of Napoleon’s French Empire.  How far did he extend the boundaries of France?
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The Treaty of Tilsit (p 110)





What were the terms of this treaty?








