Interview Options:

All of these options have pros and cons, you decide how you want to proceed. Also consider your comfort level as well as the comfort level of the person being interviewed. 

1. Interview in person, filmed (on your phone or borrow a camera from school)
2. Interview in person, audio only (voice memo or audio clip on your phone)
3. Interview without documentation (general impressions, take some notes during or after)
4. Existing video interview (ex. YouTube, Vimeo, Netflix documentary)
5. Existing print interview (newspaper article or magazine, ex. Vanity Fair, Huffington Post, Times, Macleans, etc)

Interview Tips!

Introductions
-Introduce yourself and what school you are from
-Explain the project you are working on
-Why is this important to you? (ex. You are graduating and going to be pursuing ___, you are passionate about ___, you loved learning about the course content, etc)

Questions
-Research your topic ahead of time so that you are a bit knowledgeable
-Have your questions ready and a pen and paper handy. 
-Ask people before you record them or take a picture and ask for their permission to post online. -Explain what you will be using the picture for. 
-Research the person you are interviewing (their title, their responsibility, perhaps their Ancestry if listed)

Sensitivity Tips 
-Not everyone is comfortable with identifying as Indigenous, particularly older generations that may have attended residential schools
-Try to read the situation - some people may be forthcoming and willing to share, if someone appears uncomfortable with difficult topics, ease off or rephrase your question
-Smile, be kind, listen attentively
-Consider how you ask questions (really abrupt, direct questions, vs offering some context, broader words - room for choice in answers)
Example: “Are you Indigenous?” vs. “In our class, we are learning about Reconciliation and the importance of culture. Are there any cultural traditions that you follow?” or “I’m wondering if you feel comfortable sharing your cultural background/your heritage with me?”
-Don’t be shy about admitting when you don’t know something. Knowledge keepers will greatly appreciate it if you ask for clarification, or how to pronounce something. If you approach people with respect, curiosity and humility, it should go well!

Wrapping Up
-Ask your person if they have questions
-Ask them if they want a copy of your Final Project
-Thank them
-Consider a small token of appreciation - a handmade card can go a long way in showing reciprocity in relationships


