“We're all better people because Jackson is in our family. I've seen my other son
choose his friends based on how they treated his brother. My daughter asked us
if she could invite an entire special-needs class to her tenth birthday party. My
wife and [ have become advocates and started charities. But we've all been tested
too. Everyone is needy, and when you have a special-needs child, it’s hard to

give everyone the attention they deserve. I wish [ could have given my other two
children more parenting. And I wish my wife and 1 had more time to focus on
cach other. But sometimes we were too busy with Jackson. It could be like crisis
mode all the time. I'd be fighting the school board. My wife would be up until

3 a.M., every single night, watching videos of Jackson's therapy, trying to decide
what was working. In many ways, all of our worlds revolved around Jackson.

And sometimes we didn't have much left for each other.”
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