Socials 11







Name ___________________________









Block _____

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS (Counterpoints pg. 423-434)

1. Why is reduced groundwater supply in the US, China and India an issue for the entire

world? (pg. 423)

2. Use the reading on “Safe Water” on pages 424 and complete the flowchart from

“Applying the Skill” on page 425 (question #1)
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Long-Term Effects
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3. Describe how the following surface water sources have been polluted: (pg. 427)

· River Thames

· Lake Baikal

· St. Lawrence River

· Fraser River

· Okanagan Lakes

4. Why are coral reefs losing their colour?  (pg. 432)

5. What are some of the threats to Canada with global warming? What are some potential benefits? What is Canada doing to respond to Global Warming? (pg.432)

6. What is the soil problem with removing vegetation in tropical rainforests? (pg. 434)

AGRICULTURE AND SOIL

When a wilderness area is converted to farmland, entire ecosystems can collapse.

When land is tilled, moisture escapes and fertility is lost.

To compensate, farmers irrigate their land and use artificial fertilizers.  In some cases this makes the soil too salty and infertile

Chemicals – the use of ____________and _____________ often seep into nearby water sources.

__________________ – the loss of moisture in soil can cause a permanent state of aridity, causing desert-like conditions to spread.  The Sahel in Saharan Africa is continuing to spread south into the fertile areas of tropical grasslands due to the overuse of the land

______________________ (  crops are altered by having a spliced gene from another organism added into them. 

-these crops can cost less, use fewer pesticides and increase yield but no long-term testing has been conducted, so health risks could be presented

DISAPPEARING FORESTS

Tropical Rainforests 

-Most biodiversity found here (plants, animals, insects

-25% of all modern Western pharmaceuticals are derived from rainforest plants.  Only 1% of all plant species have been researched

-Considered the Earth’s “lungs” – CARBON SINK!

-The Amazon basin contains the largest rainforest and the largest (volume) river in the world!

Soil – Laterite – “Red Earth”… (Extremely infertile!  Lush forests are due to rain and warmth, not soil!  (When deforested, any nutrients are lost within 2 years

Aboriginal people.

(Traditional way of life is displaced (physically, culturally)

(Cattle ranches!  Take away forests for grazing.  In a few years the soil is infertile. Forests are hardwood, sought after for furniture and flooring. Developing nations use their wood for fuel.

Temperate Forests

-20% of earth’s land cover

-boreal coniferous = softwood (pulp and paper)

-deciduous = hardwood (furniture/flooring)

-Pine Beetle due to climate change – ruining BC’s forests

UN Helping the Environment:

1. The Brundtland Commission – Created the term sustainability and in 1987 the report “Our Common Future” asked people in developed world to use less resources and to act sustainably. Also asked the developed world to reduce the population to not overwhelm the environment.

2. The UNEP (UN Environmental Program).  Worked to phase out the use of all ozone depleting chemicals – developing nations must stop using after year 2000. (Montreal Protocol).
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Contaminated wells








