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OLIVER CROMWELL AND THE NEW MODEL ARMY
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Why the term “New Model Army”?
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What type of leadership was demanded of him when many of his soldiers tried to desert, drink heavily or plunder villages?

What other challenges from Parliament did this leader deal with?

What was Cromwell’s response?
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The Civil War pits the Roundheads against the Cavaliers.

     Who are the Roundheads? 
     Who are the Cavaliers?
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     Who wins the Civil War?

     What happens to Charles I?
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The War on Christmas
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One of the things that happened during the Civil War was Cromwell (under the direction of Parliament) cancelling Christmas.  Puritans believed that colourful festivals like Christmas and Easter, along with stained glass windows, golden ornaments and the like, cluttered and obscured the simple truth of God.  The more beautiful and fun these temptations were, the more distracting they were to religious faith.

Opposition to this motion argued that this was the one time of the year when the poor were able to share the life of their lords whom they toiled so heavily for throughout the year.  This celebration had to be accompanied by a large feast rife with mutton, pork, veal, cheese, apples, bread and lots of good drink!


Those in favour of cancelling Christmas argued that “more mischief is committed at this time of year than in all the year besides”, claiming it incited robbery, whoredom, murder, dicing, carding, banqueting and feasting.  Complaints like this are the reason that Christmas was always under threat.


Opposition to cancelling Christmas believed that the holiday offered a kind of dream-world where the rich could see themselves reflected as generous and hospitable, the poor as welcome and loved.
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The attack on Christmas actually licensed some forms of violence.  In 1643, mobs attacked city porters who had taken down Christmas ornaments in the city.

Questions:

1.
Who was fighting this “War on Christmas”?  
2.
What arguments were there for cancelling Christmas?  Can you think of any festivals that we celebrate today that could share any of these arguments?
3.
Christmas WAS cancelled for a time, but was eventually reinstated.  Predict what event happened for Christmas to be celebrated once again.

