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Chapter 12 – Living Standards
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The United Nations publishes the “Human Development Index” (HDI) annually which ranks countries according to: Life Expectancy, Literacy Rates and Per Capita GDP. From 1994-2000 Canada ranked #1 on the list. There is a great disparity between the top 10 countries and the bottom 10 (174 total rated).
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Poverty is a relative term. In Canada, the poverty line is 56% of a family’s income is spent on food, shelter and clothing. Accordingly, 17.2% of Canadians (5.1 mill) live below the poverty line. Poverty is a difficult cycle to break. A child born into a poor family will find it hard to exit the cycle. 

The United Nations, Governments and NGOs (Non-governmental organizations) have tried to close the gap between rich and poor countries. In 1949 the terms “developed” and “underdeveloped” nations were coined.  Developed countries have infrastructure (schools, hospitals, electricity) and Underdeveloped do not. “Newly Industrializing Countries” (like Indonesia) is a recently added category. Most of the countries at the bottom of the HDI are in debt to developed nations and are now being called “Highly Indebted Poor Countries” (HIPCs)
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HIPCs got into debt when Western banks lent billions to African countries who were expanding and exporting minerals and agricultural products. This money lined the pockets of dictators or was wasted on inefficient projects. As a result of an economic slowdown the countries were unable to pay back loans. Moreover, HIPCs, Multi-national companies (MNCs) control major resources. Ie; Ghana supplies 70% of the world’s cocoa: Farmers must sell to 1 of 4 multinational companies who keep the prices low. Farmers see little profit. Mozambique spends 10X more on debt repayments than on Healthcare.  

Canada is a forerunner in erasing debt to HIPCs. They have forgiven all overseas debt except to Myanmar (has a military dictatorship.) All bilateral aid has been in the form of grants. 

POOREST: 1. Women spend up to17 hours a day working (in the field, at home) and much of their work (household) is unpaid. Women are unlikely to receive an education which is detrimental to society. Educated women make more money, have fewer children and have a higher quality of life. 

2. Children are the first to die in famines, war and due to disease. They are beaten daily in sweatshops. UNICEF has sought to improve their existence.  UNICEF’s principal measure of development is the Under 5 Mortality Rate (U5MR). 300,000 Children are also engaged in war throughout the world. Disease:  80% of diseases are caused by contaminated water.  Diseases like HIV/AIDS and Malaria are daily concerns for poor people. Because of AIDS  the life expectancy in Botswana 41. 

Solutions:

Money is one solution. $780 Billion dollars was spent on the military in 1998, only a fraction was spent on healthcare and education. It will be a glorious day when schools in Africa get all the money they want and armed factions have to hold a bake sale to buy guns. Multilateral Aid (governments give money to poor countries to build infrastructure), Tied Aid (given with conditions attached) or Bi-Lateral aid (one government to another). The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) oversees the distribution of aid from Canada. Sadly, over the past two decades, Canadian aid has been decreasing.  By 1998, assistance reached a 32 year low of 0.27% of the GDP. GET MAD ABOUT IT.
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The World’s Health Crisis

Name ___________________________

Use Counterpoints pages 409 – 419 and your thoughts to answer the following:

1. With an increasing population, describe how the world’s fresh water supply will become scarce.

2. Consider figure 12-27 on page 409 and come to some conclusions about the spread of waterborne diseases in developing nations.  

3. Define the term pandemic. (411)
4. Using your background knowledge of developing nations, give some reasons as to why the HIV/AIDS infection rates are higher in Africa than in Canada.

5. Describe the effects of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Africa.

6. Describe CIDA and its six priority areas. What is its foreign policy? (414-415)

7. Read “Should Canada Link its Foreign Aid…” from pages 418-419 and fill in the chart below.

	FOR AID


	AGAINST AID




Which side of the debate do you support? Why?

8. Why, sometimes, is the work of NGOs more effective than large projects sponsored by government organizations?  Describe the CARE scheme in Bangladesh and why it is successful. (417)
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Name:


Date:





Place chart on  GDP as percentage of Population from P. 344 of Counterpoints onto this blank area. 








