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A Taste of Language Paragraph Assignment

Instructions: Compose a paragraph of 7-10 sentences that describes one of the drinks you tried during the “tasting”.

The following will be evaluated:

1) Sentence Variety. You must use sentence variety (no two sentence should begin with the same word, try to vary the length of your sentences. Aim to use at least one short sentence and one long sentence (medium sized tend to be the one that ends up being the default). 
2) Paragraph structure. Your paragraph must have a topic sentence, a hook (something to pull the reader in), be supported by details and include at least 7 sentences and have an engaging ending. You are free to go beyond the parameters of the assignment. 

3) Word choice and arrangement (diction). Your paragraph must include the following stylistic devices:

· strong verbs (action words: run, talk, explain…)
· adjectives (describes a noun ie. The soft furry cat)
· 2 adverbs (modifies a verb: The teacher quickly explained the concept)
· simile (Comparison using “like” or “as”) or metaphor (comparison generally using “is”) 

Keep in mind: If you can create a unified, imaginative, and engaging paragraph about something you drank out of a Dixie cup, then you can write about anything!

Now follow the directions on the next two pages to help you create your paragraph. 

Step one: The Brainstorm: Choose three beverages you have available in your home. They can be anything, but in my experiences things you hate or cringe at (ie. Lemon juice, tabasco sauce, clamato juice) are easier to write about. Take a whiff of the beverage and a glance, then taste it. Write as many words, phrases or images (think of your five senses: taste, touch, smell, sound, sight) that come to mind as you “taste” each of your beverages. 
	Sample #1 
	Sample #2
	Sample #3

	
	
	


Step 2: The Outline

Directions: Choose one of your samples and fill out the boxes below. This will become the outline for your paragraph and will give you 5 or so premade sentences to include in your paragraph. Once you have filled this out, you can move onto step 3 which is writing your paragraph.
	Language Elevation: Choose 5 words from your brainstorm, look them up in the thesaurus and write down a more sophisticated version to include in your paragraph. For example, Sour becomes acidic or tart

1.

2. 

3.

4.

5.

	Crossover: Describe your drink using language that is usually associated with something completely unrelated to a liquid. Can you use sports language or words you would use to describe music? For example: The lemon juice gave an uppercut to jaw as it awoken my sense. Uppercut is a boxing word.



	Personality. If your drink were a person, who would it be? How would it behave? Example a spicy drink could resemble someone with a short fuse or a fiery temper. 



	Simile/metaphor Think of one of each to accompany your drink. A simile is a comparisons using like as or than and a metaphor is a direct comparison. For example: The cream soda was a hyper active three year old with the bubbles bouncing around my mouth (metaphor) or the hot sauce is like a volcano going off in my mouth (simile)

Simile: 

Metaphor:




