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 When the Canadian army began to run short of men in 1916,
the government turned to conscription to find the necessary replacements.
Why did the conscription issue cause such deep divisions in Canada?

 The Recruitment
Crisis
By late 1916, the Canadian
Expeditionary Force had partici-
pated in several bloody battles, and
casualty rates were high. Most
Canadian families had a relative or
friend who had been killed or ~
wounded. Since Canadian newspa-
pers regularly printed the casualty
lists, there were few Canadians who
did not know of the losses.
Although wounded soldiers were
frequently returned to the front
lines after treatment;-those who
were badly hurt were sent home.
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Gradually, stories about the horrors of the war began to spread throughout the country. By

The sight of these injured men
deeply disturbed Canadians. The
returning veterans also brought
tales about the reality of war—the
horrors of the trenches, the gas
attacks, and the shortages of ammu-
nition and supplies. Thus many
young Canadians lost theit enthusi-
asm and began to reconsider their
ideas about the nobility of war.
Early in the war, Sam Hughes,
the minister of militia, had con-
vinced the Borden government that
Canada should become a major
producer of war materials. Many of
the very profitable contracts for
these. materials went to Hughes’s

1917, volunteers were not coming forward. Why not?

friends. While most Canadians
could accept that contractors
should make a profit, many
Canadians believed that if men

-were risking their lives in the war,

businesses should forgo their prof-
its. These Canadians were outraged
by what they called profiteering on

- war supplies, and demanded that

the government put a stop to it.
When word reached Canada that
Hughes and his friends: were sup-
plying rifles that jammed under
heavy use, ammunition that did not
fire, boots and uniforms that fell
apart in the mud, and horses that
were diseased and unfit, there was a
public outcry. Many Canadians

~wondered why they should risk

their lives so that Hughes and his
cronies could get rich.

In Quebec, the government was
having serious difficulty with its
recruitment campaign. Hughes had
refused to allow French Canadians
to form their own units with
French-speaking officers. In fact, he
had publicly stated that the highest-
ranking French-Canadian military
officer was not fit to command
troops in the field. In addition, both
the Manitoba and Ontario govern-
ments had recently banned the use
of French as a language of instruc-
tion in schools, even where the stu-
dents were French-speaking. As a
result, there was much anger in
Quebec and few volunteers.
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he 1917 Election

: l:(/— ".016. the shortage of volun-
.re1ed the Borden government

, propose the introduction of
ynscription. Consenvatives and
iberals who supported-conscrip-
on formed a Union government.
ar the election. only one Union
jndidate was nominated in each
dine. Those who opposed the
?nio;\ candidates were accused of a
-31L0TO0US betraval ol the men at the
rant. :

Belore the election. the gavern-
qent passed the Military \oters AcL.
chich denied the vote to conscien-
;jous objectors and-allowed all
" and women in the armes
ees. regardless of age or citizen-
ship. to cast their votes in any rid-
ine they chose. This act was fol-
wed by the Wartime Elections
act. which gave the vote to the
widows. wives. mothers. and adult.
daughters and sisters of Canadian
© Tierving overseas. When the

Nijes were counted. these two laws

lo

Define: Military Service Act (1917):

«ave the Lnion gavernment an’
averwhelming victory in every
province except Prince Edward

WHO SUPPORTED THE WHO OPPOSED THE ( |
ACT AND WHY? ACT AND WHY?

Borden: Bourassa:

= ->Canada lost enough men

= - Farmers: Strain agriculture

0 | - Workers: paid less than soldiers

WHO WAS ELIGIBLEV WHO WAS EXEMPTED?
POLITICAL RESULTS SOCIAL RESULTS

Lstarid- whe re-the-votewas.evenly =

gradec. and Quebec. where all but
(hrec of the provinces 65 seats went
o the Liberals.

Conscription

The Military Service Act of 1917
2zanted exemptions [rom military
<ervice ta those who were already
¢cnzaged 1n important war work or
wha could provide a good reason
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What was the purpose of allowing the vot
personnel to be counted in any riding in C

far not reporting. The act was not
administered uniformly across
Canada, which meant that same
boards granted no exemptions
whiic others gave exemptions to
ncariy evervone who asked. Thosc
who lived 1n certain areas or who
had the nght connections were able
to avord military service. Many :
other men did not answer the sum-
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Why did the government pass the MilitaryAVoters Act
and the Wartime Elections Act? s

es of military
anada?
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Tmancawheniicame because-ther————-
had already lelt their homes o

work tn the mines and larests.

arcc 1n these

Since labour was sc
industrics. the dentities i the
warkers were not cheeke
Althaugh nearly 100 00C Canadians
werc conscripted. no CONSCrIpLs
“acwally reached the bauleficld

befare the war ended.
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